
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR COPELAND

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Copeland held on 
Monday, 2 September 2019 at Westlakes Science Park, Ingwell Hall, Moor Row at 
10.15 am

PRESENT:

Mr K Hitchen (Chair)

Mr MS Barbour
Mr M Hawkins
Mr AWC Lamb
Mr FI Morgan
Mr GRPM Roberts

Mr DE Southward
Mr CP Turner
Mr CJ Whiteside
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair)
Mr AW Wonnacott

Also in Attendance:-

Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland)
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West)
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland
Mr A Pratt - Cumbria Association of Local Councils
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

28 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Ms E Williamson and Mr M Starkie.

29 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr G Roberts declared a non pecuniary interest under the members code of 
conduct in Agenda Item No 9 – Working Together and Agenda No 10 – Copeland 
Speed Limit Review as he is a member of Whitehaven Town Council.

30 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of any item of business on the agenda.
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31 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no questions, petitions or statements to be considered at the meeting.

32 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting of the Local Committee held on 2 July 
2019 be agreed.

33 COPELAND UPDATE

This item was deferred to the next meeting.
 

34 2019/20 LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED BUDGET

The Local Committee considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – 
Economy and Infrastructure which presented the Highways Devolved Budget 
Finance figures combined with an update on the Highways Revenue and Capital 
Programme.  The appendices contained projected and expenditure detail including 
progress to date as of the end of July 2019.  It was noted that the revenue budget 
was forecasting a balanced budget at this stage and the devolved capital budget 
was forecasting an overspend of £13,000.

The local member for Egremont North and St Bees highlighted safety concerns 
raised by parents about the lack of a pavement in Outrigg at St Bees.  This street 
was used as a walking route to the local primary school.  The Parish Council were 
offering to part fund a safety scheme.

A lengthy discussion took place around verge, weed and gully maintenance. It was 
recognised that discussions needed to take place with Copeland Borough Council to 
better plan and coordinate road maintenance.  The Area Manager had regular 
meetings with Copeland Borough Council representatives and agreed to raise this 
matter at that forum.

RESOLVED, that

(1) the devolved revenue and capital budget allocations for 2019/20 and the 
commitments and expenditure recorded in Appendices 1 and 2 be agreed 
and kept under review;

(2) the Highways Revenue budget currently forecasting a balanced budget 
taking into account last year’s overspend be noted;

(3) the Devolved Highways Capital Budget currently forecasting an 
overspend of £13,000 be noted;
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(4) a report on verge, weeding and gully maintenance be placed on the 
Copeland Highways Working Group agenda.

35 PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO COPELAND REMAINDER TRAFFIC 
REGULATION ORDER

Members received a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided the background and details of the proposed changes 
to The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, Copeland) (Consolidation and Provision 
of Traffic Regulations) Order 2018, following informal consultation.  Fifteen 
proposals had been informally consulted upon and a total of 25 representations had 
been received, a summary of which together with officer comments, was attached at 
Appendix 18 of the report.  

Members discussed and welcomed the proposals.  The officers confirmed that the 
proposals around the Sellafield site were treated and assessed in  the same way as 
other proposed alterations.  Officers further explained that a private works 
agreement was in place with Sellafield.

The local member for Cleator Moor West asked for the inclusion, in the statutory 
consultation and subsequent advertisement, of a yellow line to replace a white line 
on Birks Road, Cleator Moor.  

RESOLVED,

(1) to proceed to statutory consultation and advertisement of the proposals 
summarised in paragraph 4.18 and shown on the plans which are 
attached as Appendices 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15 and 17 
inclusive by way of a consolidation and variation of The County of 
Cumbria (Various Roads, Borough of Copeland) (Consolidation and 
Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 2018 (“the Order”);

(2) subject to there being no unresolved objections received at the end of the 
statutory consultation and advertisement of the proposals referred to in 
paragraph 3.1 above, that the Order be brought into operation, as 
advertised having taken into consideration the matters contained in 
Section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more 
specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of the report be agreed;

(3) officers, if possible, include the replacement of the white line with a yellow 
line on Birks Road, Cleator Moor in the statutory consultation and 
advertisement.

36 WORKING TOGETHER
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Members received a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure outlining the next proposed steps for the Working Together Service.  
The report highlighted the development of a number of draft trial agreements with a 
number of third parties to establish the suitability of the agreement document and 
support in determining the resources required to roll out the service county wide.  
Two examples of the proposed agreements were made available at the meeting for 
members’ perusal.  

The Highways Network Officer informed members that the Working Together 
Service had been developed to formalise and streamline existing lengthsman 
agreements and volunteer activities to ensure safety and structure, not to stop these 
activities.   Members were assured that that the County Council would be 
responsible for carrying out the risk assessments, ongoing support and input had 
been sought from CALC and officers would attend Town and Parish Councils to 
engage and develop agreements.

The CALC representative agreed to report back on the development of the service.  
The Chair suggested an example agreement be circulated to Parish Councils to 
help raise awareness and to be informed of the liabilities they would be open to if 
they didn’t engage.

RESOLVED, that the report be noted.

37 COPELAND SPEED LIMIT REVIEW

Members received a report, the purpose of which was to provide Members with the 
background and details of proposed alterations to speed restrictions in the Copeland 
area, following statutory consultation and advertisement. A copy of the Notice, which 
summarised the proposed restrictions in the Order, was attached as Appendix 1 to 
the report. The report enabled Members to make a balanced decision taking into 
account letters of representation received during the statutory consultation period.  
Six proposals were progressed to statutory consultation and advertisement and a 
brief summary of the proposals and feedback was listed in the report.

A lengthy discussion took place regarding proposal 2, to relocate the existing 30mph 
speed limit extents at Harras Moor.  It was agreed not to proceed with this proposal 
as there were serious concerns about speeding on that road.  

A request was made by the CALC representative for officers to action work on a 
large hedgerow in Holmrook that seriously obscured motorists view while exiting 
from a road junction.  Officers agreed to look into this. 

RESOLVED, that 

(1) having taken into consideration the matters contained in section 122(2) of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more specifically referred 
to at paragraph 7.2 of the report, “The County of Cumbria (Various Roads 
in the Borough of Copeland) ( Consolidation and Provision of Speed 
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Limits) Order  20><” (“the Order”) proposals 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 be brought 
into operation, as advertised, be agreed and proposal 2 be kept under 
review but not implemented at this time;

(2) officers investigate the request made by the CALC representative.

38 AREA PLANNING REPORT

Members received a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and 
Community Services that provided an update on work and activity undertaken to 
promote and progress Area Planning and advised the Local Committee on their 
current budget position.

The Area Manager informed members that the Millom Network Centre had been 
handed back to the County Council on 5 August 2019 with the aim to ensure that 
the community continue to benefit from access to and improvement of services from 
the facility.  

An update on the Whitehaven Community hub was given.  Planning permission had 
been granted and consultation and engagement would take place later in the year 
on activity and use of the facilities.

The Area Manager advised members on the current position of Borderlands. The 
Whitehaven Future High Street Fund bid was a successful Expression of Interest for 
the funding stream and the team were now developing the next stage of the bidding 
process.  The Borderlines Place Programme was being finalised with an Outline 
Business Case and this would contain details of each local area being submitted.  
Copeland’s area would be agreed between the Local Committee and Copeland 
Borough Council.

The grants panel had met on 31 July and their recommendations were contained in 
the report.  In discussion, members had been pleased to support the Egremont Crab 
Fair by paying for the publicity costs required for a Traffic Regulation Order but were 
keen to ensure a resolution for future events.  It was agreed that this issue be 
referred to the Highways Working Group.

A lengthy discussion took place around the Money Advice Contract and community 
skills and learning.  Members were keen to develop employment opportunities and 
discussed using facilities, such as the Millom Network Centre, for adult education 
classes and training events.  It was explained that the DWP funding was split 
between two areas, the north of Copeland controlled by the Whitehaven office and 
the south of Copeland by the Barrow office.  

The discussion led on to Universal Credit and the breakdown of figures contained in 
Appendix 2 of the report.  It was agreed that representatives from the Department of 
Work and Pensions and Citizen’s Advice Bureau be invited to give a presentation on 
this issue at the next meeting of the local committee. 
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The Area Manager advised that, since the last local committee meeting, four local 
authority governors had been appointed in consultation with the local members.

Members were informed that the Archive Centre would temporarily close to allow for 
the extension work to incorporate the library, community learning and registrars and 
there would be no access during this time to original archives, facilities for 
depositing or enquiry services.  Some popular material and microfilms would be 
available at Whitehaven Library on a self-serving basis.  A consultation and 
engagement meeting with service users was being organised for October/November 
2019. 

Members were asked to note all the public health events and campaigns that had 
taken place and to note upcoming events. The local member for Mirehouse 
informed members of a local walk scheme established in his area and encouraged 
members to lead by example. The Public Health Manager was offering blood 
pressure and AF (Atrial Fibrillation) checks to members as part of her Stroke 
Prevention work.

The local member for Egremont North and St Bees drew members’ attention to a 
presentation received at the Wellbeing Forum from Every Life Matters on Suicide 
Safer Copeland and encouraged communication to help those people at risk.

The Area Manager and the team were thanked for the report.

At the end of the meeting it was agreed that a letter be sent by the Chair on behalf 
of the local committee congratulating Mr Gary Charlton, a County Council employee, 
on his success as manager of the local rugby team.

RESOLVED, that

(1) the current budget position outlined in Appendix 1 to the report be noted;

(2) the grant recommendations which exceeded £5000, outlined in paragraph 
4.4 of the report be agreed;

(3) the details of the Money Advice Contract, outlined in paragraph 4.6 and 
appendix 2 of the report, be noted

(4) the issue of the Traffic Regulation Order for future events such as 
Egremont Crab Fair be referred to the Highways Working Group;

(5) representatives from the Department of Work and Pensions and the 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau be invited to the next meeting of the local 
committee to give a presentation on Universal Credit.

39 COPELAND CHAMPIONS UPDATE

The following updates were given at the meeting:-
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Health Champion

Mr Whiteside updated members on events relating to Health Services.  A report had 
been submitted to Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee on the closure of the Acorn 
Unit (mental health services) at Carlisle.  More details and alternative provision was 
needed.

Autism Champion

Mr Hawkins informed members that the Autism Champions met on a regular basis 
and that Mr A Connelly had been appointed as Eden’s Champion.  The Chair 
agreed to raise the lack of an Allerdale Autism Champion at the next meeting of the 
Local Committee Chairs and Leadership.
 
Mr Hawkins was progressing an autism friendly waiting times programme with the 
patient liaison group at the local doctor’s surgery.  A policy to support County 
Council employees with autism would be launched in September.  The new 
Allerdale/Copeland parent support office had been opened in Moor Row.

Dementia Champion

The Chair advised members on events relating to dementia and Alzheimers.  The 
Community Development Officer agreed to follow up from a presentation by the 
Alzheimers group on dementia friendly communities.

The Copeland group were meeting this week to agree on actions for the future.

The Champions were thanked for their updates.

40 LOCAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND LEADERSHIP

Members received, for information, the minutes of the Local Committee Chairs and 
Leadership meeting held on 8 July 2019.

The Chair highlighted Minute No 12 – Infrastructure Delivery Plans (IDPs) and the 
lack of an update to date Copeland Local Plan.  The Leader of the County Council 
had wrote to Copeland Borough Council for closer joint working and it was hoped 
that the development of an IDP would encourage this.

RESOLVED, that the minutes be noted.

41 VERBAL UPDATE FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES/EXTERNAL 
COMMITTEES

There were no updates from members for this meeting.
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42 NUCLEAR ISSUES

Mr D Southward, the Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Property 
updated the Committee on nuclear issues.  Mr Southward informed members that 
he would be attending the NuLeaf meeting at Manchester and outlined events at 
Sellafield.

It was noted that the Cumbria LEP had established a Nuclear Sub Committee.

The Chair thanked the Cabinet Member for the update.

43 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 12 November at 11.15 am at Millom Network 
Centre, Millom.

The meeting ended at 12.10 pm


